| wve denied our title; tthe

' bill, if

Jios taken that 9 i
,::am.l.t would assert for the first time, by Ljﬂ-

ttovernment, & elaim to the country on the east
lank of the Rio Grande. Itis drawn with the
rkill of o master in this respect. The 25th sec-
tion provides ;

“Previous to the first election, the governor
#hall cause & censun or enumeration of' the inhab-
jtunts of the several counties and districts of the
['erri to be taken; and the first election: shall
be held at such time and places, and be conducted

in such manner, as the governor shail nt nod
direct; and he shall, at the same tme, re the
pumber of members of the council and house of'

representatives to which each of the counties or
wistricts shall be entitled under this act. The
yumber of persons authorized tobe electad havi

thie highest number of votes in each of said coun-
il districts, for members of the couneil, shall be
duclared by the governor 10 be duly elecied to the
comneil; and the person or persons authorized to
I'a elected having the greatest number of vates for
t'ie house of r ven, equal to the nmnber
t1 which each. county or district shall be entitled,
thall be declared by the governor to be duly
tlected members of the house of representatives :
' That ti:d :an u(.lf A tie belwr:ﬂ l.:lo or
riore m‘m Vo or, the governor shall order a
new election to supply the v‘n:nlmy made by such
t'e, And the persons thus elected 1o the fegisla-
tive assembpy shall meet at such place, und on
vuch day, as the governor shall appoint; but there-
vfler, the time, place, und manner of holding and

t5; and by this
mﬂer re\'em!:a would
rent expenses of her Gowi

interest of her national

Let me ask, sir, wh 1o
Texns, us n s by ol #
Her e are pringipally ng t brokers.
nn& mkhnldmh..v v 'y doul.rll‘
W qﬁ to_be paid, money wou

come into the State. If Texan were to transfer

nol
all the public lands north of El Paso 1o her eredi-
tors, more than eighty millions of acres, it would
be a magnificent payment. It would pay the debt
AL ten cents acrc. What, then, dr:éu she get
for the sale of her civil jurisdiction? 1If the publie
domain is sworth moré than the debt, which iy
elear, why does not this Government take the pub-
lie domain within that line, instead of insisting on
the transfer of the jurisdiction?

The value of that country, in an agricultural
i:nm. of view, in greatly underrated. The

nd is much more extensive than is genernlly
represented,  And from all the information 1 ean
abtain, it is nearly, if not quite, as rich as Cali-
fornin in mineral wealth. 1saw the other day in
a paper u statement that those who have been’

country, says that not long since two lumps of
gnldm:rym und below Santn Fe, one of the vnlue
of 4900, and the other $700. Dr. Wizlezenus, a
cientific German miner, who examined the coun-
try, thug describes its mineral wealth:

conducting all elections by the people, and the
tpportioning the representation in the severnl
counties or distriets to the coungil and house of
ranresentatives, according to the population, shall
| ¢ prescribed by law, as well as the day of the
commencement of the regular sessions of the
lrislutive assembly.

Inthe first pllu.l{.n provisionis a strong implied
recoguition of all the counties and districts as now
regulated by the present military, and by the for-
wer departmental government of New Mexico,
which establish a boundary entirely exclusive of
thie claim of Texas. Itauthorizes the governor to
take a census, to sny how many and which of
these counties and dstricts are in the Territory,
vnd name the seat of government in the first in-
stunce. It confers on tioi- officer ample power to
1ix the lmmld.n.l:{ for all practical purposes in the
fiest instance,  After the first session of the legif-
lutive council, that body is given the power to
cstablish the seat of government, and the counties
vnd distriets, and, as n matter of course, the right
1 declare the exterior boundary of theTerritory.
"The faculty to do this, both in the governor and
legislative  council, is clearly granted in the
power of npportionment and regulation of the
vounties and districts. The result of all this
is the establishment of a boundary for New Mex-
ico, and a determination of the right inst
"I'exns, 8o fur as it can be done by the legislation
of Congress.  With the Supreme Court of the
1nited States, this law would be conclusive of the
" whole controversy. That court decided, in the
cases of Foster, and Elam, Garein and Len, and
the United States and Reynes—the last case at
the present term—that it was controlled on ques-
tions of boundary by the action of the political
departments of the Government, and would not
ok beyond that action into the facts and justice
of the case. Under the compromise, this firml
established rule would compel the court to decide
the question of-title againat Texas, if it ever was
I'rought hefore that tribunal. With the court,
this bill would be conclusive of the whole contro-
versy.

1 erill never give any vote here, which will have
the effect to deny or prejudice the title to Texns,
or place it in any worse condition than it is at
present, As a part of the Southern gquestion,
t'iere ought to be an unconditional admission of
the boundary of Texas, as she nsserted it when
she came into the Union. The fhet need not be
disguised, that if California is admitted with her
present boundary, the South will be excluded
from the whole country west of the Rio Grande,
either under the non-action policy of the Presi-
dent, or the non-intervention platform with the
Mexican law ; unless that law can be repealed, or
o division of the territory effected. On this
of non-action, non-intervention, or the com
nise of Mr. Clny, there is nothing practical in
this question, to the Southern States, beyond the
Loundary +of Texas.. With all these menssures,

“A third much neglected branch of industry in
New Mexico dre the mines. Greal many now
deserted mining places in Mexico prove that mi-
ning was pursued with zeal in the old
Spanish times than at present, which may be ac-
counted for in various ways, as the present want
of capital, want of knowledge in mining, but espe-
cially the unsettled state oi‘ the country and the
avarice of its arbitrary rulers. The mountuinous
parts of New Mexico are very rich in gold, cn{r—
per, iron, and some silver. I'Erold seems to be
ound Lo u large extent in all the mountains near
Santa Fe, south of it in a distance of about 100
miles, as fir a8 Gran Quivira, and north for about
I20 miles up, to the river Sangre de Cristo.
Throughout this whole region gold dust has been
abundantly found by the rer clusses of Mexi-
cans, who accupy themselves with the washing of
this ‘metal out of " the mouritain streams, At pre-
sent the old and the new Dlwcer, near Santa Fe,
have attracted most attention, and not only gold
washes, but some gold mines too, nre worked
there. Thei are, so far ns my knowledge extends,
the nnl{ gold mines worked now in New Mexico.
E!!Iut uh h;\'a mnu.!el from Sam.? Fean l_xcu_trl:wn
there for the specia e of examining those
mines, I must refer lhgur?nod:r. inrelation lglhem,
to that chapter of my narrative,  Asto the annual
amount of gold produced in New Mexico, [ am
unable to give even an estimate; but as nearly all
the gold of New Mexico is bought up by the tra-
ders, and smuggled out of the country to the United
States, 1 believe that a closer ealeulation of the

Id produced in New Mexico could be made in
the ' different mints of tlie United States than in
Mexico itself. Several richs ilver mines were, in
Spanish times, worked at Avo, at Cerrillos, and
in the Nambe mountains, but none at present.
Copper is found in abundance throughout the
country, but rincipd‘?r at Las Tijeras, Jemas,
Abiquin, Guadelupita de Mora, &c, I heard of
but one copper mine worked at present south of
the placers. Iron, thougli also abundantly found,
is entirely overlooked. I has been discovered
in different localities, as in the Raton mountains,
near the village of' Jemers, southwest of Santa Fe,
in a place south of the placers, &c. Gypsium, com-
mon und selenite, are fomnd in large quantities in
Mexico; most extensive layers of it, I understood,
exist in the mountains nenr Algodones, on the Rio
del Norte, and in the neighborhood of the celebra-
ted “Salinas,” It is nsed as common lime for
whitewashing, and the chrystulline or selenite
instead of window-glass. About four days travel-
ling (probubly 100 miles) south southeast of Santa
Fe, on the high table land between the Rio del
Norte nnd Pecos, are some extensive sall lakes; or
“salinas” from which all the salt (muriate of soda)
ugsed in New Mexico is procured. Large cara-
vans go there every year from Santa Fe in the dry
seagon, and return with ns much as they can
transport. They exchange, generally, one bushel
nfsul‘l for one of Indian corn, or sell it for one and

the praetical result to the South in the same exclu-
sion. Why, then, surrender the slave territory
of Texas, and place it within the power of free
koil ?

If' the object of the Compromise Committee of
the Senate had been merely to settle the coutro-
versy, so as to accommodate the people of New
Mexico with a separate political existence, it was
not necessary to establish the boundary much
lLielow G0 30°. Santa Fe is in 352 44' 6, nccord-
iug to the observations of Colonel Emory. At
550 30" there is a natural buundurr presented by
the configuration of the country ; below that line,
the valuable gold, silver, and copper mines are to
l'e found on this side the river. Below that line
is the country most valuable for slave labor, with
exception, perhaps, of the mining district above.
17p to about that line, I learn from an intelligent

even two dollars a bushel.””

This vast mineral wealth will be developed by
an American ulation, and especially sluve labor.
The richest of these mi are on the enst bank of
the Rio Grande, commencing about thirty miles
south of the city of Santa Fe.

In connection with the boundaries of New Mex-
ico, I feel constrained g notice a speech of the
Senantor from Missonig™{Colonel Benton}) which
I find in the lutelligencer of this morning, Whi
surprises me much; He shys:

“This is what FlumWoldt says of the enstern
boundary of New Mexico; and his map illus-
trates what lic snys. He places that boundary, as
it leaves the Rio Grande del Norte, at about
twelve miles below the mouth of the Puerco, in west
longitude 104, and in north latitude 20, and

traveller direct from El Paso and Santa Fe, who
journeyed with Major Neighbors, the Texas com-
missioner, the ple submitted at once to the
jurisdiction of Texas. He met with little or no
opposition until he arrived at Sunta Fe, where
there are some four vr five hundred Americans,
who want offices under a territorial or State Gov-
ernment,

Let the title of Texas be acknowledged by Con-
gress—placed beyond contest—and 1 am willing
t» submit any fair proposition to the people of
I'exrs. 1 am willing to trust them to pass upon
it, whether it meets iy own views or not ; but I
shall oppose any scheme which, in terms or by
implieation, deniea her title to the country in quea-
tion. Congress shall not, even by infrence,
nssert a claim to it by aid of any vote of mine,
1 ecause that would cKn.nge the preseut status of
t'e legal question.

The Compromise bill in, in legal effect, a pres-
ent appropriation of the territory, if Texas with-
lolds ussent, and a present sale as soon as she
assents.  Now, sir, although I might be willing
to submit u proposition, the fitle of Texas being
firat admitted, 1 am not willing to go beyond this,
T'he Legislature of Toxas has placed all this dis-
puted country in my district, and 1 do not under-
#tand that my mission here is to be fulfilled, on
niy part, by u sale of half my district! The Legis-
Liture of the State has been 1n session since the
proposition of € ‘olonel Benton was first made, aud
ook no action wpon it. I have seen no_develop-
ment of public sentiment in Texas which looks
like an approbation of any of these mensures in

thence northeastwardly to the hesd of the Rio
San Saba, a branch of the Rio Colorado of Texas,
in north latitude 320 15, and in west longitude
101. This is the line he gives as found in the
special maps drawn up by engineers in the service
of the King of Spain, and preserved in the ar-
chives of the Viceroyalty in the city of Mexico,
Further than that he does not trace it; but that is
fdr enough for our purpose. It is enough to show
that New Mexico, under the Spanish Government,
extended as far east as 101 degress of longitude,
covering the whole course of the Pueren, and en-
tering what is now the country of Bexar, in
Texas.

* 8o much for Humboldt; Now for Pike, He

says, at page 5 of his appendix to the journal of
his journey through New Mexico: ¢ New Mexico
lies between 300 30' and 440 of north latitude, and
104 and 108 degrees of west longitude, and is the
most northern provinee of the kingdom of New
sl“in- ’ '3 - - - 3 ® L] -
‘[ proceed with the possession of New Mexico,
and show that it has been actual and continuous
from the conguest of the country by Don Juan de
Onate, in 17 2. to the present.
“These are the actual possessions of New
Mexico on the Rio Puerco. On the Rio Del
Norte, ns cut off by the committee’s bill, there are,
the little town of Frontern, ten miles above El
Paso, a town began opposite El Paso, San Eliza-
rio, twenty miles below, and some houses lower
down, opposite El Presidio del Norte.”

Such are the statements of the honorable Sena-
tor as to the present boundaries and present pos-

ions of New Mexico; and if made by one of

thieir present shape. To this pr tion for a
mrchase there are two objections which | will
{u're notice, In denying practically the title of
Texan, the compensation is offered to her only in
1he shape of hush meney, and for the sake of peace.
It goes on the hypothesis of buying off an un-
founded pretension of title, and places Texas in
this odions and humilinting attitude before the
world, 1f the proposition wan, in other respects,
free from objections, the State, in my opinion,
voould indignantly reject the offer, clothed i this
insolent form. As a Southern mensure, it presents
the further serious difficulty that it so establishes
the boundary as to preclude the idea of a cession,
and, of course, substitutes the uncertninty of the
Mexican for the certainty of the Texas law on the
subject of slavery. It secures the ultimate division
of New Mexico into two States, which will be
free ; und for which there would not be sufficient

the younger members on this floor, he would sink
down under the imputation of gross ignorance of
his subject, or a wilful intention to misrepresent
the * truth of history," and do injustice to a_just
claim. Further on, he says:

**The map of Dr. Wislizenus, which Inow pro-
duce, agrees with Humboldt and Pike, except in
the correction of slight differences in longitudes
and latitudes, which his aceurate instruments ena-
bled him to make, and which have no practical
consequence in this examination.””

Now, the mal;l) of* Wislizenus does not profess
to delineate with accuracy the eivil divisions, as
the Senator well knows; but, at e 40 of his
work, he gives the southern boundary of New
Mexico, as it now exists, as follows:

“The settlement of El Paso was commenced
about 1680, when Governor Otermin, of New
Mexico, and his party were driven from Santa Fe

territory, but for this acquisition from Texns, It
thus still further destroys the equilibrium between
the slave and free States. It so reduces Texas as
to leave room only for three instead of four slave
Siates.

Much has been said, Mr, Chairman, as to the
large amount proposed to be paid to Texas for
this contemplated transfer of territory. The basia
of the whole compensation is the payment of her

ablie debt., And here again she is insulted, by
En-ing told that she cannot be trusted with the pay-
ment of that portion for which her revenues from
imports were pld‘d, but the bill makes a special

appropriation of stock to discharge first that por-

to the south by a revolt of the Indians. Some
Indian pueblos, which received them well, already
existed in the fertile valley; but this seems to
have been the first Spanish settlement.,

**El Paso belonged, under the Spanish Govern-
ment, to the province of New Mexico; at present,
to the State of Chihunhua., The latter Siate
claims, as its northern limits, towards New
Mexico, as alrendy stated, 320 30¢ latitude north,
a line which b M{'xirnns is supposed to full near
Robledo, our first campon the river in coming out
of the Jormada. El FPaso itself, according to my
own observations, lies in 310 45' 50" north lati-
tude,”

tion of the debt. Sir,
g b mppprt'hnhf“ ernment, are, in contem

L su)| O v 1 y =
;1}{:1::3: law, pledged for the public debt. Tt is
a well settled principle of international law, that
+hen one Government 1 tes er coun-
try with it, the former is bound to the creditors
f.r the whole debt of the latter. This Govern-
ment is bownd to the creditors, but not to Texas,
under the articles of annexation. Texas does not
call on the Federal Government to pay; she has
appropriated the land, b" an act ofber Inst -
Inture, offering land serip to her ereditors at fifty
cents per acre, to be located in any z.rt of her
wide and magnificent domain. Thin is all she is
able to do;'and a better payment of a revolutionary
debt was never made before by any government.
It preserves her honor untarnishe faith
spotless and unimpaired. If there is any money
obligation pressing upon any one in connexion
with this ness, it is upon this Government,
who took the public imposts frem the creditors of
Texas by force of annexation. At the time of
that event, Texas, with the lowest tariff in the

the power of taxation, pro-
of a nation, above

Was it quite eandid in the honorable Senator to
exhibit the map of the author in opposition to
his text?

Upon the subjeet of the civil divisions of New
Mexico, Lieut. Abert from the Suate
Department in Santa Fe, and published in his re-
port, the following decree eirculated by the gover-
nor of that department, issued in 1844, and ex-
tracted by the departmental assembly, and which
has the force of Inw in Mexican jurisprudence:

** Marino Martinez de Lejazo, 'Lrﬂ'el igadier
general, and constitutional governor of the depurt-
ment of Nlrw II\.(exir,n. ltT its inhabitunts, sends

ting, that the assembly of the department has
ﬁe«! to decree the follo\giug: i

- - L] - -
“* South-eastern district,
“Art. 9. This district is divided into two eoun-
ties, called Valencia and Bernalillo. The capital
in \’,uhmn.

“Art. 10. The coun
ia, San Fernando

ty of Valencia comprisea
y Tome, imi

Vi , Limitar,
Casa, Colerada, Ci-

good | is left out of the jurisd

i lrc" the
i wodriobey

“ l”-h
and made known (o all whom
it inay concern, for ils moat active observance and
fulfilment.
“ Palace of the Government, Santa Fe,
“MARIANO MARTINEZ.
*Josr Fruix Juma, Secretary.
“ June 17, 1844. 4 :
Now the most southern of these towns on the
enst bank of the Rio Grande, Parida, is placed on
the accurate map of Abert, north of degree 34, and
the most southern on the west side, ’
a few miles south of that line. All south of that

-

of New Mexico, f
t thisdepartment had no cluim

This de-
eree, al i not bir

o
thougl inding on T'exns, would be
conelusive without .m further upon the
people of New Mexico; but in their plan of a ter-:

working lier placers during the winter have | ritorial government, they have expressly ratified:
realized from ten to ﬁﬁmngollmp‘m day. Lien- |it, and do not set up-any claim beyond it. They
tenant Abert, of the t'n"'incenf. who explored the | sn

?:Sse. 7. Until the legislative power otherwise
direct, the territory of New Mexieo shall retain
the division of eounties and districts established
by uwdecmnfthedmnmamofﬂcw Mexico, of
June 17th, 1849." (1844.)

This showsthat the people of New Mexico not
only have no:possession, but assert no claim
below the 34th. And yet the Senator claims all
below, as far as 294 degrees, asthe present teyrito-
ry an New Mexico. Mr. Ben-

scholar, residing in San Antonio, who a_xnmined
this subject in the archives at El Paso writes thus
in relation to the boundary of New Mexico.

“If it should be decided that New Mexico is
entitled to a separate existence, either under a
territorial government or otherwise, an attempt
will no doubt be made to establish her southern
boundary sowewhere in the vicinity of El Paso,
as it has been laid down on almost all the maps
published in the United States, and tacitly recog-
nised by Mexico in the treaty of upe,
where reference is made: to Disturnell’s map as &
correct suthority. This, however, is fur from
being the true boundary of New Mexico, as ean
be shown by documents in existence in the
archieves of Chibuahua and El Puso. By these,
it appears that the line crosses or leaves the east
hunl;r of the Rio Grande at u point in front of the
mountain (designated as one of the landmarks)
which forms the southem limit of the *‘Jornada
del Muerto,” Thence it runs in n direction a
litt’e north or east to the **Cerro Redondo," a re-
markable dome-shaped mountain; thence, almost
in the same direction, to the *Sierra Capital,” or
“Cerro Blanco,”” which, as its name m?mﬁm, is
the most prominent peak in that region o e.og_.'lmr{';
thence, so faras I conld discover, due east to
the Pecos.  From the Sierra Capital, I couldnot
ascertain that there existed an? lprounuem land-
mark, though it is probable, i I could have pur-
sued my investigations further, some such would
have come to ﬂgT, us the Mexicans seem to have

ued the same system in _public as in private
affairs, of making natural objects the indications of
boundary to land or torrito?r. i have in my pos-
session o cop¥‘ of a grant of land made within the
jurisdiction of the State of Chihuahua in' the time
of the Emperor, under the colonization law of the
“Junta Constitucional” of 1823. This land lies
some distance above the line elnimed by New
Mexico, and has always been acknowledged ap
belonging to Chihuahua. ] )

The people of New Mexico, in their plan ofa
territorial government, or rather instructions to
their delegate, Mr. Smith, have declared that they
are bounded on the east by the State of Texas.
Col. Benton admits, that” ‘Texas owns territory
there which is not indispute, but says it is a narrow
strip, New Mexico exr.emlinf to the 101 parallel
of longitude, and again cites Humboldt, and again
his author contradicts him, and shows that New
Mexico is the navrow strip.  According lo Black's
translation, Humboldt says of New Mexico:
“This province is from south to north 175 leagues
in lengﬁl, and from east to west from 30to 50 lengues
in breadth; and in its territorial extent, therefore, ia
much less than people of ne great information in
eeographical matters are apt to suppose even 1n

TR

that country.’  And he might have added, much
less than some persons in this conntry of great
pretensions to geographical knowledge “‘arc apt to
suppose. "’

{ll is but justice to Humboldt to say, that as to
Iatitude ami longitude, he followed the Spanish
geographers, whom our own engineers of the army
on observation found to be extremely inaceurate,
For instance, they place Santa Fe on their maps
north of 36030, whereas Col- Emory shows that
it is nearly u degree south, i

Muehlenport, a German, who was 8 years in
Mexico, and published his work in Hapover in
1844, gives the 1050 37", as the eastern boundary
of Mew Mexico. This would extend fur beyond
the actually inhabited part in the most prosperous
days of the province ; and it is well known that
the Spaniards, as a general thing, did not extend
the bounds of their provinces much beyond the
line of their settlements. Although the authors

i about the latitude and longitude of the
boundaries ef this province, they all concur that it
was a_narrow territory, confined to the valleys of
the Rio Grande and the Pecos, But the Missouri
Senator seems to reject as superfluous all law since
Tucker's Blackstone, which he produced, flour-
ished aloft, and read the title to the Senate, and
all geography since Humboldt, which he said he
had in French, but would not exhibit in open
Senate out of pure mercy to Mr. Cl:ﬁr_. :

The objects of Col. ton, in _this misrepre-
sentation of history and geography, are quite
transparent. He wishes to recommend himuelf
to his new allies, the Freesoilers, by proving aguinst
the fact, that this slave territory 18 within what
was, at the close of the war, a free provinee, and
urge upon the Government to retain the ion
in oppositionto Texns. He nlso desiresto deprive
Texas of the El Paso enum? for another motive,
The altitudes returned by Col. Fremont, in his
wurvey of a railroad by the way of the frozen
regions 1o the Pacific, prove that by that route the
stationary power will be so t that his favorite
route is altogether impracticable.  The road must
come south, and leave the Rio Grande in the neigh-
borhood of El Paso, which is in the United States,
the overland key to the Pacific—a sonthern key
which Texas will never place in freesoil hands, not
even in the grasp of the Senator from Missouri. The
truth is, thatso long as Texas holds her territory,
she can dictate the loeality of the railroad to the
Pacific. This, Col. Benton seea clear enough, and
therefore offers 15 millions for the territory embrac-
ing El Paso. But this road is worth more to Texas,
not only than 15, but fifty millions, If properly
located it will be her road to wealth, greainess,
and power.

THE TITLE OF TEXAS.

It is not m ise to enter again into the ar-
cument as myll::r}?tle of Texas to the source of
the Rio Grande. I shall content myself with re-
reating, briefly, some of the most prominent facts
in the history of the title. It rests, 1. On the
treaty with Santa Anna, in 1836, which is a good
treaty, beeause ratified by his generals, who were
not prisoners of war ; and Filisola had power to
treat by express authority of his government ; and
Mexico having taken the benefits of the treaty,
could not, umrer the law of nations; repudinte it.

2. On the act of the Texas Congress of Decem-
ber, 1836, under which her independence was ac-
knowledged by the United States and the other’
powers, all of which are bzothll recognition, es-
topped from denying her boundary. It was an
essentinl element of her nationality.

3. The convention between this Government
and the Republic of Texas of 1838, carried ““:t]l,iv
the act of the United Stiates Congress of 1830,
makes the former boundary between the United
Sintes and Mexico the future boundary between
the United States and Texas which is the very
boundary of the Texas act of 1838 and the treaty
with Santa Anna. The convention declures :

The treaty of limits, made and concluded on the
12th day of January, 1828, between the United
States of America on the one part, and the United
Mexican States on the other, is binding upon the
Republic of Texas, the same having been entered
into at & time when Texas formed a part of said
United States; and whereas it is deemed pro-
per and expedient, in order to prevent future dis-

tes and collisions between the United States and

exas, in regard to the boundary between the two
countries, a8 pESIGNATED by said Treaty, that a
ronTioN of the same should be run and marked
without unnecessary delay,” &e.

It was then provided that i

roceed to run and mark that portion of the =aid
Eoundny which extends from the mouth of the
Sabine, where that river entera the Gulf of Mexi-
co, to the Red river.” g

"The c.oxv:ln‘tj:on uf.hrlher provided, nmc;_n ollag;
things, “*And that the remaining portion of the sai
ho:::ury line shall be run and marked at such
time as may suit the convenience of the

gl 1d

for | and will be best adapted 10 repel

d ions of
jamin F_l Edwards, o lawyer and excellentSpanish | pp

the négotiation fbr annexation, the
War instructed General Taylor, b

ﬂoe;'duy

* The point of your ultimate des nation is 1
R, st
and ¥, on or near the e, such a
site a8 will' consist with the health of the troops,
vasion, and
protect what, in the event of anpexation, will be
our western border. "’
Thus this Government took wof the
Rio Grande eountry in the name of Texas, ussert-
it ne the frontier of that State.
It is well known that Ml‘:‘ NIM, M‘-
mmﬁn n of unnexution, and dunng the
the Texuss convention which consum-
mated it, grve repeated assurances to the authori-
ties of Texas that the United States would not only

1845, he suys:

*The boy of Texas, ns defined by her
statutes, runs up the Rio Graude from its mouth,
in the sen, to its source, cutting off’ portions of Ta-
maulipas, ila, and New Mexico, Above
the point on the Rio Grande, where it enters New
exico, there has been no occupancy by Texas ;
and it is obvious, so fur ns that region is con ’
no military movement could have taken it out of
the category in which it is left by the terms of our
joint resolution. 'So, whatever may have been the
success of the attempt 1o drive the Mexicans from
Loredo and othey lower paints, the difliculty would
have remained the same in regard to the extensive
Santa Fe region above.

 But, while from sueh views I encouraged no
aggressive movement on the part of Texas to ke
forcible possession of the Rio Grande, 1 have
nevertheless omitted no op rl.uailaf of satisfyi

nited States 1o

all parties here that the d'u:ﬁ
Saith maintain the claim, and that I had every
reason o believe they wwould do so suecessfidly.” -

Such were the solemn assurances and pledges of
this Government, th its accredited minister
pending the negotiation. They are a part of the
compact, amd prove conclusively its intent and
mlu;jng. Can this government disregurd them
now -

6. It has been said that, the United Siates con-
quered New Mexico, nnd held it by title of con-
quest, SBuch is not the fact. Genernl Kearney,
in his first speech 10 the people of New Mexico,
August 15, 1846, at Vegas, as found in Emory's
report declared :

““ Mr. Aicalde and the people of Mexico :

“ L 'have come amongst you, by the orders of
my Government, to take "possession of your
country, and extend over it the laws of the United
States. We consider it, and have done so for
some time, n part of the territory of the United
States, 'We come amongst you as friends, not
a8 enemies; as pr , Dot as querors.
‘We come amongst you for your benefit, not for
your injury.”’

~'What was this but an assertion of the Texas
title, and how else had it been for gome time n
Bnn of the territory of the United States? The

rexident of the United States admitted, on appli-
cation of the Governor of Texas, that the United
States held the country in subordination to the
title of Texas. This "by his special mes-
lnuge of July, 1848, in which it is quoted as fol-
OWS :

“In answer to aletter from the Governor of
Texas, dated on the fourth of January, 1847, the
Secretary of State,by my direction, informed him
in a letter of the 12th of February, 1847, that in the
President’s annual messuge of December, 1846,
*You have alrendy perceived that New Mexico is
at present in the temporary occupation of the
troops of the United States, and the government
over it is mili in its character. Itismerely such
a government as must exist under the laws of na-
tions and of war, to preserve order and protect
the rights of the inhubitants, and will cease on
the conclusion of n treaty of peace with Mexico.
Nothing, therefore, can ae more certain than this
temporary: govermment, resulting from necessity,
can never u;jurlously affect the right which the
1eves to be justly asserted by Texas

President be
to the whole territory ‘on this side of the Rio
Grande, whenever the Mexican claim to it shall
be extinguished by treaty.”"

Without a violation of all law and justice, this
possession cannot now be set up against Texas,

7. The title of Texus was asserted by the decla-
ration of war by Congress, that a state of war ex-
isted by Mexico, which consisted only in Mexican
woldiers crossing the Rio Grande and committing
hostilities near its banks. To deny the title now,
is to change the character of the war into one of
uggression and conquest, and bring unmerited
reproach upen the country,

8. Pending the negotiations for peace with
Mexico, our commissioner, Mr. Trist, asserted
the Texas title, and said: ** Until ascertained by a
compact or agreement, definitive or provisional,
between the United States and Mexico, the boun-
dary between the two republics, when considered
by the United States with reference to the national
obligation to protect their territory from invasion,
cowdd be none other than that very which
had been asserted tﬂ Texas herself.”’ 'This assertion
was carried into the treaty with Mexico by attach-

ing to the treaty, and 'making a part of it, a maj
wﬁwh conformed exactly tol-:ﬁe cli':irma of Texmﬂ
und placed New Mexico, on the west bank of the
Rio Grande. This is abaolutely conclusive of the
question. It was the intention of Mexico, in this
treaty, to redeem her fuith pledged to Texas in
the treaty of 1836, as appears by the declaration
of her dommisgsioners, who negotiated the treat
with the United States in their address to their
say the commissioners) of

count en.

“The intention ﬁ
making the Bravo a limit, has been announced by
the clearest signs for the lnst twelve years; and 1t
would have been impossible at the present day to
change it, JAfler the defeat of San Jacinto, in April,
1836, that was the territory which we stipulaled to
evacuale, and which we accordingly did evacuate, by
Jalling back on Matamores. In this place lr«s'&r—
wards stationed what 1eas calied the army of the North;
and though il is true that expeditions and incursions
have been made there even as far as Bajar, we have
very soon refrealed, leaving the intermediale space
absolutely free. In this state General Taylor found
it,when, in the early part of last year, he entered there
by order of his Government.'’

9, Texas being admitted into the Union with
certain and specified boundaries, Congress has no
more power to legislate upon or disturb them than
those of any other State, any further than it is

iven by the resolutions of annexation, Congress
a8 no more power over the boundaries of a State
of the Union than those of a foreign State. 'This
is the settled doctrine of the country, and was
usserted even br Col. Benton, in debate in the
Senate, on the 14th May, 1844, he said: *“The
Republic of T'exas acts by its name, and passesitself
to us in the whole extent of all the limits and
boundaries which it asserts to be its own,”

In his remarks on the joint resqlutions for the
annexation of Texas, F 5, 1845, Colonel
Benton declared, ‘¢ In fact, when once admitted as
n State, she can never be réduced without her
consent. The Constitution forbids it.” This?
was his construction of the compact of the resolu-
tions of annexation.

This compact gave to this Government but one

wer, that of negotiating the boundary with

exico. That power would have been extin-
guished by the treaty in removing the possibility
of a question of bo with Mexico, if the
treaty had been silent on the subject. But the
treaty seltled the question by embodying an au-
thentic map, which e recognises  the
boundary as asserted by Texas, This right
while it existed could only be exercised in a parti-
cular manner, that is, by lie treaty-making power.
It did not pertain to

10. It is quite preposterous to assert that the
United States, while acting as the tintor and
trustee of Texas, could have acquired the subject
matter in opposition to the title of Texas, either
by the trenty or otherwise. To impute such an
intention to this Gevernment is to charge it with
an act which a court of equity holds 1o be the
worst species of fraud. It never permits the
agent or trustee to buy or deal in opposition to
the [ I | or k efici .

It has been asserted lf:nt the United States,
under this power to settle the boundary of Texns
with “other governments,’”” was no” more the
trustee of Texas than the other States. This
pro\rttuhmo much, enl.l‘ mantains, that the “z"mr
ment has n gen wer over the subject ol
State boundaries, or plglt the mti&ioﬂlffcthe
compact of annexation did not enlarge the juris-
diction of this Government over that on of
boundary. 1t in effect denies the limited
authority. It makes the Government a party to

world, was prospering with brilliant commercial

y » Elames
boletta, Sabino, Parida, Luis Lopex. Belen, Lunes,

nee to the act of the Texan
Con‘-ren of 1836, Ttis u gJear angd gxpress recoge

acquire, instead of g sgent to adjust, Tt arrives

¥

of the 15th of June, 1845, whi in sub-
S gt o o 3 oty " i ke
ur ultimate destination is the | £F

g, but maintain, the title of Texas. In
his letter 1o this Government of the 11th of July, | *

the provision of the resoluti

nstrated
that the State “shall also retain all the vacant
unapproprinted lands lying within its limits, to be
anEsd to &myml of the debts and liabilitiea
of said Rep of Texan ; and the residue
bilities, to be disposed of as said
direct.” "What limits had the Republic, but those
she set up und asserted by her own
aetion ? is obvious that the reference is to
them and no other, especially when all the pro-
visions are taken together,

Mr. Chairman, Texas is strong in the legal
force and justice of her clnim. She will be
in the sympathy and of the South, for
the precedent \\'{Iiﬂl would it Congrens
approprinte any ion_of her terri
soil, would open
the institutions of every . ]
cn . I am quite eertain timt, but for this
sectional question, her title never would have been
the subject of contest. .

For the * SBouthern Press."
“FIGURES AND FACTS."

In a late number of the Republic, a let-
ter is published from a distinguished citizen
of the North, giving some of the reasons for
the rapid  growth of Abolitionism—among
which the most prominent is the repeal of
the Tariff Act of 1842, and in its stead the
substitution of the act of 1846. 1 am not
surprised that any Northern man may en-
deavor to excuse his people for: the position
they now occupy upon this question of sla-
very. But 1 am surprisad that any ** dis-
tinguished” man, North or South, should
give such a reason for this nmighty change
that has come over the public mind, in that
section of the confederacy, on this vital
question. 1 am not surprised that a partizan
editor should endorse any and every thing to
bolst-r up, even a false position, into whieh
he has been thrown by circumstances. But
[ am astonished that an intelligent Southern
genlleman should be so little conversant with
the past history of the recorded legislation of
his country, as to be gulléd by a duplicity so
shallow and a:conclusion so inconsistent with
facts. I do not pretend to insist upon any
particular cause for this change in DY:rthern
sentiment—but I do assart, without fear ol
su: cessful contradiction, that if the Northern
people have changed their opinions upon
what  are the rights of the South on this
question of slavery, because they, the South,
have repealed the Tariff of 1842, they ex-
hibit a degree of credulity that could have
beenimposed otly by some swch distinguished
Northern man as wrote the letter to which
I have referred.

But admitting that the fact existed, that
the Congress of the United States in their
constitutional prerogative altered, amended
or repealed the revenue act and substituted
another imposing less duties—and that in
the vote doing this, the South (though in a
minority) voted down the North and im-
posed this scheme upon them—can it be
possible that any int:lligent, constitution-
loving patriot can be found, who will assert
that this is sufficient reason for interfering
with the rights of property guaranteed by
the sacred instrument t t{u :
confederated republic?  The absurdity of
the proposition that a minority should so far
impose upon the majority as to break down
a system under which they assert they have
prospered, and institute another under which
they say they are suffering, by the the utter
stagnation of business, to such a degree in
some of the manufacturing districts as to
cause a suspension of their shops and furna-
ces, is so ridiculous that the bare statement
is a successful refutation. But is it, if true,
a good cause for the Northern people to act
in as bad faith as they have been doing on
this question of slavery? To reduce the
tariff is certainly not inconsistent with the
spirit of the Constitution, and if it provokes
our Northern brethren to * breathe out
threatnings” against the insti‘ution of sla-
very on that account and that alome, they
exhibit a want of principle equalled only by
the want of wisdom in a Southern editor in
becoming the apologist for such a reason.
If the South is to be met with such argu-
ments for the conduct of the North, and
they are paraded in our public journals, and
endorsed as coming from distinguished men,
I confess that I see little hope of effecting
our constitutional rights through the under-
standing. But enough—it is a useless un-
dertaking to try to convince men by any
powers of reasoning upon such an absurdity,
and T will apply myselfl to the power of
“Figures nm} {'acts.”

In the House of Representatives, an Act
reducing the duty on imports and for other
purposes, generally known as the Tariff act
of 1846, was passed by the following vote :
yeas 114 nays 05—out of the 114 yeas, 64
were from the slaveholding and 50 from the
non-slaveholding States—within seven votes
of an equal division, and yet men are found
who can assert that the change in Northern
sentiment upon the slavery question has been
produced by this act of sizty-four Southern
men voting to reduce the duties on imports.

In the Senate, the vote stood yeas 28,
nays 27—among the yeas, 10 were from Lhe
non-slaveholding and 18 from the slavehold-
ing States, within four votes of an equal di-
vision. Thusit will be seen that if * dis-
tinguished”> Northern men wish to give a
good reason for the degeneracy of the times
and their apostacy from the Constitution,
they must seek one more in consonance with
Figuresand Facts. They must plant them-
selves on higher ground, and if they persist
in violating all the Erincip!el of justice,and
doing violence to the Constitution of their
country, they should shield themselves under

E

premises and pretexts justified by
TRUTH,

‘: Pacific—remands her constitution back to

inds us as onel’

The Substitute divides California by the
Missouri Compromise line, extended to the

the convention for a reduction of limits, and

ed 1o the P is that line of adjustment
which the universal South greatly prefers at,
this time to all others, as it is the wltimatum
of the Nashville Convention, and will proba-
bly have the support of every Southerner,
in both houses of Congress, and as the whole
prospect of an adjustment mainly hangs on
this issue, the debate on it will doubtless at-
tract a larger and more anxious interest than
any other discussion upon the great question
has brought forth. -

“We underatand that Mr. Soule will bring for-

B Nl e e e e
¥ e in s
behalf,” We shall 'i ;opo:i it cht for-
ward, being perfectl 1z ‘mode
of ‘adjusisnents if f1 can- b obiained: 1 Al all
events, we are anxious to see it t

to our expectation, it cannot succeed,
we may see the Southern Senators rallying
: ise which may. set-
neither the Missouri
fon.
And may we not h
Senators will, in ease of defeat, adopt
ternalive, to give peace to the country,' —Union.

Now, is not this too bad? ‘The Union
admits the Missouri line to be more just and
equitable than Mr. Clay’s plap—for the
Union  rejoices that the Missouri line is
br.ught forward, and is perfectly willing to
accept it ““if it can be obtained.” But, as
if for the very purpose of preventing il from
being obtained, the Union ‘expresses the
opinion that it cannot, and,as if to induce
the North to reject it and to forestall an elo-
quent advocate of Southern rights, the Union
expresses the hope that when the South i
defeated in attempting to secure that line, it
will adopt Mr. Clay’s. - Now, there are
Southern men, who are patriots, whose love
of the Union of these States issuch as to in-
duce them to make more concessions to pre-
serve it than others would—and there are
Southern supporters of Mr. Clay’s plan who
think it is better for the South, or rather, not
so bad as others think ; but we don’t believe
among them all, one man could be found
who would thus publicly encourage the
North to deny justice to the South, and as-
sure the North of Southern. support in so
doing !

This is the most startling instance of sub-
serviency to desperate party schemes or par-
ty leaders we have yet seen; and we ask the
South to behold the price she is required by
one party orgaa to pay to maintain a North-
ern party connection.

We do not everlook the profession that

the object of the sacrifice, thus prematurely
proposed, is to give peace to the country.
But is there no love of peace, or of Union
strong enough in the Northern portion of
the party, that its organ, the Union, will not
or dare not call on it for so slight a measure
of justice as the Missouri liney for the sake
of Union ?
Is the love of the Union, at the North, of
which we have 'heard so much, so weak as
to yield to the lust of territorial aggrandize-
ment ? And is to be one of the stipulations
of union between the Northern and South-
ern elements of one great party—that the
South alone is to pay the expenses of pre-
serving it. :

There are gentlemen at the North w.o
know that the South now claimsne more
than what is right. Ifleft to themselves,
they would vote accordingly. But they
tell us their constituents would desert them
for so doing. We don’t agree wih them in
that. It would only be necessaty in that
event, for the two great parties at the North
to make truce, to unite and put down the
Abolitionists, - instead of begging and bid-
ding against each other for such votex, as
they are now doing, and trying to make
the South pay the price of such bids, and of
her own overthrow.

But if not—if there are rot enough in the
North, of both parties, to render the measure
of justice to the South which the Missouri
line affords, and thus to give peace to the
country, why let the North abandon her
lofty and loud pretences of love for the
Union.

{ig>We have secured the services of a
skilful and experienced correspondent at
Baltimore, who will give us a letter from
that point, daily, anticipating the Northern
news by the regular mail.  Arrangements
have also been made to obtain by telegraph
all important and interesting news.

A carefully condensed synopsis of each
day’s proceedings of both Houses of Con-
gress, prepared by one of the ablest Re-
porters in the city, will also appear daily, in
addition to the full reports of the more inte-
resting debates. We will not deal in pro-
mises as to what we intend doing—but will
leave the public to judge us according to our
works.

#@Our exchanges are coming in to us in

was "
if, | insurtection of the

i mtﬁg-mbmh could be_suppressed

.l" to arrest

(the frantic spirit of Abolition fanaticism—

the lessons daily to be drawn from the re-
sults of all experiments of emancipation,
sheuld teach the wickedness and folly of re-
peating sach a disastrous policy. To the
bloody saturnalia of St. Domingo, #nd the
wanton waste of all the fertile fields of Ja-
maica, another example
Martinique. We clip this account from a

Post, whose editor takes the “ poetic

license ™ of unlimited abuse of slavery, and

luudations of a liberty leading to a perpetual

The blessings of such freedom are great
indeed, to both races—and it must gladden
all philanthropic hearts to find such a con-
firmation of * the harmony and unanimity »
in which the two races can dwell on a plat-
form of perfect equality.

The decrees of Omnipotence can never
be violated, or rudely interfered with, ex-
cept undér penalties as stern, and sufferings
as great, as those which have attended West
Indian Emancipztion.

Fsportant from mf;iwm of negroes,

Capt. Currie, of the brig W. J. Walson, which
Paiieghyod g oy e Bt Ly
letters, which were dated at St. s
tinique, the 20th of May, und which were written

well known merchants, Mﬁfﬂlﬂm mrqn
of the Island had risen upon whites set
fire o the town. ‘The conflagration of the town,
it supposed, was the fora gem:;l.

ot three di

whole Island.” It was set on
{ the fire consumed some one h

red
All the,
white citizens of the place who were able to bear
mmmmﬂﬁﬁem;‘m mnidﬁl:v.
was. ! wi e I s FTom
mg'm;'wn, had collected about the
"Kimu advices, some of the negroes had
been captured, and were then undergoing trial,
their depreda-

previous to, their being shot. But
tions had not y m&. and 'the greatest alarm
and’ es':o.ilmtltlnvniled. '

8Bt. Pierre is t and chief commercinl
towns of the ue, situnte at the
extreme north of the Island, and contains & popu-

Iation of some forty or fifty thousand persons,
‘The Island itself, one of the southernmost of the
Windward Islands, in the Carribbean Sea, has
a ion of nearly one hundred thousand, of
which eighty-six thousand, or more than ninc-
tenths, were blacks. Thucfimrﬁon of num-
ber between the whites: and blacks is so_ great,
that if any serious. insurrection of one race
against another, has been attempted, it must lead
to frightful carnage and disaster.

An‘odious form of slavery prevailed on the Island
for many years, but it was meli (
by the Fréench authorities, from time to time, and
in 1848 wholly aholished by the Provisional Gov-
etnment of Fe . Since then the whole po
ulation has been ywed & representative in the
Legislative Assembly at Paris, but deep and bit
ter prejudices are still cherished by the different
races on the Island.—Nowe York Post. .

The Willis * Ra " and the Forrest

The New York papers continue to pour
forth in prodigal profusion cards, notes, and
comments on these mysterious proceedings;
the explanations of which are so very variovs.
The fricnds of Mr. Forrest who stood by to
see the “gutta percha” well laid on, declare
that due notice of the assault was given to
Mr. Willis. Per contra, Mr. Willis swears
point blank that no notice was given, but
that he was strick :n from behind, and knock-
ed down, before he knew ha was in- the pre-
sence of the great tragedian, about to enact
Othello. * In this statement our Cassio is
confirmed by a *“lady;”” and also by “a nurse
and a child,” ealm spectators of the fray; and
issue is joined between the parties thereupon
on 2 point of veracity.

. 1€ Forrest, who is a remarkably athletic
man, did take this unfair advantage of Willis,
who, under no circumstances, would be able
to compete with him in brute strength, no
provocation could palliate such cowarcly
conduct. He who rights his wrong with his
own hand, under the impalse of ungovernable
passion, resorting to that “wild justice,” as
Lord Bacon calls revenge, may command
the sympathies even of those who deem him
morally wrong; but ‘waylaying an enemy
without Wwarning never can be tolerated in
this country by honorable men. Mr, For-
rest should take ateps to clear himself of this
imputation if ‘untrue ; it is due to his own
reputation for manliness and courage. Of
all the *“‘rappings” and the “knockings”
that nave excited the people of New York,
these seem to have made the strongest im-
pression.

The complaint of Forrest was that Mr.
Willis came. like the mysterions visiters in
Poe’s poems—

‘‘Softly rapping, gently tapping
At his chamber ;Ioor.'y -

And in consequence of those mysterious
rappings his knockings on that rapper origi-
nated. .

Thus the case stands at present; but inti-
mations are thrown out, that “coffee for one
and. pistols for two,” will soon be in requisi-
tion; and that little agent which, ¢ makes all
men tall alike,” be brought in to level the
physical inequalities between the parties.
As considerable notoriety, however, has been
given to this intention, the police andanxious
elders, male and female, who abhor the du-
ello, may interpose to bind over the bellige-
rents to keep the peace, and mere ink flow
instead of blood. The whole affair would be
of little consequence, were it not that the
fair fame of a lady is unhappily implicated,
and 2 most unfortunate domestic difficulty
made the theme of public comment. Men’s
broken heads are easily mended; not so the
spotless purity of woman’s good name, “(he
immediate jewel of her soul.”” Therefore
do we regret this collision—caring nothing
for it on any other account.

Sveve Evrrors ror Limgr.—At New York, on
Thm'dni. Albert C. Outman obtained agninst

McElrath, a sui i
SRS e

a flood tide. Why is it that the New York e b s ey ki i
papers come so irregularly ?  Several of the| * The int against the ietors of the
most important of them reach us only semi- Sun, of libel, by an_Alder-

occasionally,




